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V. 4n Account of an extraordinary Effect of the
Cholick: communicated to the Royal Society,
by that curions Anatomift Mr. St. Andre, and
read March 21, 1717,

“HYHE Periflaliick Motion of the Inteftins is by all
| Anatemiﬁs {uppos’'d the proper Motion of thofe
Cylindrical Tubes.
The uic of this Motion is to propel the Chyle into
the wafa lafea, and te accelerate the grofier Parts of che
Ahmcnt dowawards, in order to expel them, when all
their nutririve Contents are extraded.
This Morion thus cftablifli’d, it naturally f{eems to
follow that an 'averfion of it (call'd for that R.alon an
Antiperiftaltick Motion) fhou'd force the Alimenis, Bile,
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pancreatick Juice, and laftly the Feces to afcend towards
the Mourh.
The Caufe of this imaginary Autivermicular Motion,

is afligned to a Steppage of the fnreftin, or to a grear.

Irvgth of itbeing ingaged in the {fame manner as the
Fingers of a Giove are choak'd by inverting the
Gloveindrawing it off : Orlike as a Silk-Stocking, which
when tis not gartered, falis upon the Foot, and is in
a manner {trangled, fo that fome Foice is required to
bring it up again.

This {uppos’d, the Antiperiffalrick }]ypotlaqf 7s {cems
at fult Slght very natural, and anfwers moft Difficulties.
For if the Permicular Motion accelerates the Contents
of the Inteftins downwards; the #ntivermicular, by the
Law of Contraries, fhould force them upwards towards

the Mouth.
Was
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Was this Suppofition as certain as ‘tis generally re-
ceivid, I fhou’d not prefume to advance that there is
no {uch thing as an Antiperiffaltick Motion of the In-
teftins ; nor that the Miferere mei is oftncr a violent
Contraction of the Abdominal Mufcles, than a Stoppage
or Inverfion of the Inteftins, as ’tis {fupposd,

So laying afide all Prevention, let-it be granted that
this Difeafe is a violent Contraion of the Abdominal
Mufcles, as [ have already fuppos’d it, caus’d by the
Redundancy of the Inteftins or their Contents. Then
comparing the Symptoms of this Difeafe, with thofe
of the different Kinds of /Hernias, we fhall find by the
Analogy of the.Parts, Reafon and repeated Experience,
that the Chordapfus, fo call’d by Celfus, is a Difeafe in
which the Inteftins and Omentum ; at other Times the
Pancreas or Spleen; nay, even the Mefentery it felf arc
forc'd through the Diaphragma into the Thorax.

All thefe tender Parts being (rongly comprefs'd, by
the continual Motion of this Mufcle, muft by confe-
quence caufe the fame Accidents as in the Bubonocele
or compleat Hernia, there being no difference in thefe
two Cafes; buc that the firlt is a firangling of the Za-
teftin by the Disphragm, and the latter a choaking of
the Inteftins by the Abdominal Mufcles.

One Example of the many of the like Nature, that
I can produce, will much confirm this Affertion, and
may ferve ro convince any Perfon that is impartial.

The Cafe is this: A Gentleman that came to Town
yefterday was Sevennight in good Health, meeting with
fome Friends, drank a great deal of new bottled Oat-
Ale, after fome Pints of Wine. Thefe Liquors fer-
mented fo violently in his Stomach and Inteftins ; that
he was taken with a violent Cholick the fame Nighe.

In the morning an Apothecary was fent for, who
adminiftred a Clyfter, and took fome Qunces of Blood
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to relieve the Patient, who complain’d of a great Pain
in his left Side.

The Clyfters being repeated the Night following, as
alfo the next Morning, and the Patient growing worfe ;
the Apothecary, without Order of any Phyfician, gave
him a violent Vomit; which operated Eight or Nine
Times : This added Fewel to the Fire; and the Patient
having from that Time been in a defperate Condition,
two eminent Phyficians were call'd, who orderd that
the Cly{ters fhou'd be repeated:- But they not prevails
ing, | \VM fent for about fix Hours before the Patient
died: I found him complaining of a violent Pain in all
che Region of the Abdomen; a frequent Inclination to
voruir; having a great Difficulty of breathing. together
with- a2 very flow Pulfe; his Belly being as bard as a
Stone, tho' not f{well'd.

This laft Indication made me conclude, that the
Difcafe was a .violent Contraction of the Abdominal
Mulcles, which had overcome the Diaphragm, and thac
probably the Zneefting mnght be forc’d 1nto the ZThorax.

I was the more confirm’d in this Opinion from the
Exampl s of the like Cafe, which I fhall thortly lay be-
fore the Society ; upon which | order’d a Fomentation
of hot Milk, adding to every Quart a Drachm of Liguid
Laudarum, which in thefe Maladies gives great Relief:
But-before it cou’d be gor ready, the Patient expir'd in
a violent Convullion.

_,7 Opinion having been highly cenfur'd by the
two Fhyficians; I open’d this Gentleman, to juftifie
my {eif, or to own my Fault openly, if 1 had been mi-
ttaken: Bur as the thing happend as I conjectured,
chofe Gentlemen will forgive me for taking the Liberty
of juftifying my felf

In opening this Body, I found the Abdominal Muf-
cles fo much contracted, that it was almoft impofiible
to penctrate them with a very {harp Scalpel, Upon
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Upon Examination, 1 found the Stomach empty, and
fome Parts of the Duodenuwm, but the Fejunwm and Linm
fo much diftended with the fermented Oat-Ale, that the
Zlium had four Inches of Diameter, and the Colon above
cight.

The Zlium was alfo pretty much inflam'd i its infe-
rior Part; and all the Valves of the Colon were oblite-
rated, by the great Diflteation of that Zntefin.

But the greatelt Difafter was, the Dilatation made in
the Diaphragm, as 1 {upposd ; made juft upon the Chink
which remits the intcrcoftal Nerve to the ##frera of the
sbdomen, through which a Portion of the Colon was
forcd, and the greateft Part of the Omentsm and Pap-
creas.

Thefe tender Parts being choak’d, foon inflamed, a
Mortification of them following ; and a Rupture of the
Pancreatick Vein caus’d an internal AHemerrbage, which fil'd
all the left Cavity of the Therax, infomuch thac the
who'e lcft lobe of the Lungs was compre{s’d almoft un-
der the Aufculns Scalenns.

The Quantity of extravas'd Biood was very great,
and it was not in the lcaft coagulated.

I bave brought the difeas’d Parts with me, to fhiew
the Socicty the Certainty of this Account, and [ fhou'd
have been more particuiar in proving the Impoffibilicy
of the Antiperiftaltick Motion ; if Docter Hagumot had
not prevented me by his Mewmeir,

This Gentleman is not far from Truth, and what he
fays is certain: but | am furpriz’d thar the like Cale

has not occurr’d in his Pra&lice.
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